Dealing with opposition

1 Corinthians 16:9 (NIV)

Because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.

Mark 10:48-50 (NIV)- Blind Bartimaeus

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy
on me!”

 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 3 Throwing his cloak aside,
he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

Nehemiah 4 :1-8 (NIV)

JWhen Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He
ridiculed the Jews, 2and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are
those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day?
Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?”

3Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it
would break down their wall of stones!”

4Hear us, our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as
plunder in a land of captivity. ®* Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they
have thrown insults in the face of®® the builders.

6So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart.

7But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that the
repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very
angry. 8They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it.

Matthew 16:21-23 -Jesus Predicts His Death

Z1From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be

killed and on the third day be raised to life.22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never,
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”? Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely
human concerns.”
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