
WoF – Changes over the Years 

This structural and historical breakdown tracks how the Word of Faith (WOF) movement transformed 
from a centralized, mentorship-driven fellowship into an aggressive, media-driven ecosystem of 
independent "family dynasties." 

Phase 1: Foundational Framework (1970s–1990s) 

During this era, Kenneth Hagin Sr. operated as the undisputed patriarchal figure ("Granddaddy") of 
the movement. Leadership structure was anchored by a central, physical hub: RHEMA Bible Training 
Center in Oklahoma.  

• The Accountability Model: Aspiring ministers had to go through RHEMA. If a pastor strayed 
into extreme financial scams or severe moral failure, Hagin held the structural power to revoke 
their RHEMA ministerial credentials, providing a loose form of centralized governance. 

• The Protégé’s: Leaders like Kenneth Copeland, Jesse Duplantis, and a young Keith Moore 
treated Hagin as their spiritual father, looking to him for theological boundaries. 

Phase 2: The Flashpoint & The Warning (1999–2003) 

As television networks like TBN exploded in the 1990s, the "Prosperity Gospel" branch of WOF began 
outpacing Hagin's traditional teaching model. Money-raising tactics became high-pressure spectacles. 

• 1999 — The Private Confrontation: Deeply grieved by the shift, Hagin called a mandatory, 
closed-door meeting in Tulsa with the top television ministers of the day. He confronted them 
face-to-face regarding their luxury spending, manipulation of donors, and extreme theology. 

• 2000 — The Blueprint Left Ignored: Hagin published his final warning book, The Midas Touch. 
In it, he laid down structural rules: no "naming your seed," no promises of automatic Mercedes-
Benzes, and a return to local church accountability. 

• 2003 — The Death of the Patriarch: Hagin passed away. Control of RHEMA passed cleanly to 
his son, Kenneth Hagin Jr., but the broader global movement lost its anchor.  

Phase 3: The Rise of Independent "Family Dynasties" (2004–2019) 

With the central patriarch gone, the global Word of Faith movement instantly fractured into completely 
sovereign, multi-million-dollar family empires. The TV screen replaced the Bible college as the seat 
of authority. 
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• The Erasure of Institutional Accountability: Networks like Daystar (Marcus and Joni Lamb) 
and ministries like World Changers (Creflo Dollar) realized they no longer needed 
denominational or educational validation. They controlled their own airtime, their own corporate 
boards, and their own cash pipelines. 

• Corporate Inversion: Ministries restructured legally as "Churches/Fellowships" rather than non-
profit organizations. This allowed them to drop IRS Form 990 filings, completely hiding their 
executive salaries, private jet expenditures, and property acquisitions from outside investigators. 
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Phase 4: The Modern Crisis & "Succession Drama" (2020–2026) 

Today, the movement is facing a massive generational crisis as the first wave of television pioneers 
pass away, leaving behind vast financial fortunes, media empires, and internal family warfare. 

• The Loss of Institutional Trust: The public collapse of accountability reached its peak with the 
Daystar Television Network family feud. The sudden passing of Joni Lamb in May 2026 
triggered an ugly, public struggle for control over the multi-billion-dollar network between 
Jonathan Lamb and his sisters, highlighting how the ministry had devolved into a corporate 
inheritance battle. 

• The "Parallel Reality" Corporate Truce: To protect the highly lucrative Heart for the World 
telethons and prevent a total dry-up of donor funds, the Lamb family executed an uneasy public 
"truce" to keep the network operational—allowing accused and accuser to occupy the exact 
same executive staff space. 

• Sovereign Capital Accumulation: Leaders who once styled themselves as humble classroom 
teachers, like Keith Moore, have fully absorbed the structural habits of the larger media tycoons. 
Operating with absolute corporate autonomy, his ministry quietly bypasses public oversight to 
fund a highly expensive, three-jet fleet - proving that even the "quiet" corners of the movement 
now rely on the exact same multi-million dollar luxury infrastructure as the loudest televangelists. 

In The Midas Touch, Kenneth Hagin Sr. relied on specific passages to systematically dismantle the 
manipulative fundraising and excessive lifestyle doctrines that had taken over television ministries. 

These are the primary scripture references Hagin used to establish biblical boundaries and counter the 
prosperity extremes: 

1. Countering "Preaching for Personal Gain" 

• 1 Timothy 6:5–11: Hagin used this passage as a core anchor to warn ministers against treating 
godliness as a means of financial gain. He emphasized verse 9 ("Those who want to get rich fall 
into temptation and a trap...") to show that a minister's primary drive must never be the 
accumulation of personal wealth, luxury fleets, or multi-million-dollar assets.  

• Titus 1:7 & 1 Peter 5:2: He cited these verses to remind leaders that a bishop or shepherd must 
be blameless and "not greedy for money" (filthy lucre). He argued that when a pastor's focus 
shifts to extracting wealth from the flock, the true anointing is lost. 

2. Stripping the "Give-to-Get" Formula 

• James 4:3: To counter televangelists who tell viewers that donating money acts as a guaranteed 
financial slot machine to get a luxury car or home, Hagin pointed directly to this verse: "When 
you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you 
get on your pleasures." He noted that giving strictly to trigger a personal, material payback 
corrupts the very nature of Christian charity.  

• Galatians 6:7 ("A man reaps what he sows"): Hagin argued that prosperity preachers 
completely twisted the law of sowing and reaping into a physical math equation. He wrote that 
using this verse to promise supernatural luxury returns (like "sowing a Ford to get a Mercedes") 
was a dangerous manipulation of scripture.  

3. Exposing the "Hundredfold Return" Financial Myth 

• Mark 10:29–30: Many TV evangelists used the "hundredfold return" phrase in this passage to 
promise donors a 10,000% financial multiplication on their offerings. Hagin did the literal math in 
Chapter 6 to expose the absurdity of applying this strictly to money. He noted that Jesus also 
promised "persecutions" and "houses and brothers and sisters and mothers" in the exact same 
breath—proving the passage was a spiritual reality of communal care, not a transactional wealth 
formula.  



4. Setting the Definition of True Prosperity 

• 3 John 1:2: "Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in good health, just as 
your soul prospers." While Hagin did believe God cared about physical and material needs, he 
explicitly emphasized the final clause of this verse to correct his followers. He argued that 
material prosperity must never outpace spiritual health. If a believer or pastor is 
accumulating wealth while neglecting humility, integrity, and ethical transparency, they are in a 
dangerous spiritual ditch.  

Direct donations from millions of viewers are the primary fuel, but the money is massively 
multiplied through hidden investments, massive real estate empires, and legal loopholes. 

 

While the public sees high-pressure telethons, the actual business model of a modern multi-million-
dollar televangelist relies on a highly sophisticated corporate ecosystem. They generate wealth through 
several distinct avenues: 

5. The Power of Large-Scale Micro-Donations 

You don't need a few billionaires to fund a jet if you have millions of ordinary people sending small 
amounts. 

• The Math: If a network like Daystar pulls in just $20 a month from 250,000 global viewers, that 
generates $5 million a month ($60 million a year) in completely tax-free cash flow. 

• The Vulnerability Factor: Independent watchdogs note that the most consistent donors are 
often elderly, low-income, or desperately sick. They are not "gullible" in a foolish way; rather, 
they are often in deep despair and have been explicitly told that giving away their last $50 as a 
"seed" is a spiritual investment that guarantees God will heal their cancer or erase their debt.  

6. "Shadow" Commercial Businesses & Royalties 

Many top televangelists argue that their wealth doesn't come directly from the church offering plate. 
Legally, they can bypass church salary limits by selling products back to their own followers: [1, 2, 3] 

• Book & Media Royalties: Pastors write books, and then their own ministries use donor funds 
to buy millions of copies of those books to give away as "free gifts" during fundraisers. This 
funnels millions in guaranteed, completely legal royalty checks directly into the pastor’s personal 
bank account.  

• Music & Media Rights: Vast sums flow through modern Christian media divisions. Elevating 
worship music catalogs or streaming rights on platforms like YouTube generate massive 
secondary revenue streams.  

7. Hidden Resource Exploitation & Investments 

Because ministries are structured under corporate holding companies, they frequently engage in highly 
lucrative secular investments using untaxed capital: 

• The Natural Gas Loophole: For example, Kenneth Copeland famously noted that a substantial 
chunk of his wealth comes from lucrative natural gas and oil reserves discovered on his 
ministry-owned land. 

• Real Estate Flipping: Ministries routinely buy vast tracts of land for "future youth camps" or 
"ministry hubs," only to hold the land tax-free for a decade and sell it to commercial developers 
for an astronomical profit.  
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8. The Ultimate Subsidy: Tax-Free Growth 

The greatest "questionable source" is actually completely legal: the internal compounding of 
untaxed money. 

• Unlike a regular business that loses 20% to 30% of its income to corporate taxes, a church-
exempt ministry keeps 100% of every dollar. 

• When that untaxed money is poured into corporate stock portfolios, real estate, and high-end 
trust funds, the wealth grows at a speed that standard businesses can never replicate. [1] 

Ultimately, it is a self-sustaining cycle. The donations pay for the TV airtime; the TV airtime sells the 
books and gathers more donors; and the excess cash is quietly parked in tax-exempt real estate and 
private jet fleets that double as personal luxury transport. 
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