
The Foolish Virgins of Matthew & Revelation 

Linking the lukewarm heart of Laodicea (who ran out of relationship) with the five foolish virgins (who 
ran out of oil) is a profound theological connection. In both parables, we see the exact same tragedy in 
that people who look the part on the outside, but their inner "tank" is completely bone-dry. 

1. Shift the Focus from "Performance" to "Oil" (Relationship) 

In Matthew 25, all ten virgins looked identical at the start. They all had lamps, they all wore the wedding 
clothes, and they all fell asleep. The only difference was the hidden oil inside. 

• The Trap: When people slide into a lukewarm state, a rigid or legalistic approach tries to fix them 
by screaming, "Fix your lamp! Attend more church! Stop doing that behavior!" That just produces 
exhaustion or defensiveness. 

• Focus Strategy: Don't focus on their outward performance (the lamp). Focus on the oil - which 
represents the presence and filling of the Holy Spirit through a quiet, hidden history with God. Ask 
them questions about their heart, their peace, and their personal connection to the Lord, rather than 
their religious activity. 

2. Remind Them that Oil Cannot Be Borrowed 

In Matthew 25:9, when the midnight cry goes out, the foolish virgins try to borrow oil from the wise ones, 
but the wise have to say no. 

• The Reality: Many lukewarm Christians are trying to survive on "borrowed oil". They live off the 
spiritual energy of a spouse, a past childhood memory, a good pastor, or a Christian culture. But 
when the trials of life hit, borrowed oil runs out. 

• Focus Strategy: Gently help people see that they need their own direct line to God. Lovingly remind 
them that going to a church building doesn't fill their personal tank. They need a firsthand, daily 
relationship with Jesus that belongs to them alone. 

3. Use Jesus’s "Dinner Invitation" Model, not a Hammer 

This brings us right back to your brilliant insight about Jesus knocking on Laodicea's door to "sup" with 
them. 

• The Attitude: Jesus didn't show up to Laodicea with a checklist of demands. He didn't say, "Clean 
up this messy house, and then maybe I'll come in." He just offered His presence. He offered a meal. 

• Focus Strategy: When you are trying to win people back, invite them to the table before you invite 
them to a rule book. Share your own testimonies of how sweet it is to sit with Jesus. Talk about the 
peace and fullness of the deeper life, rather than the duty of it. Make the intimacy of walking with 
Christ look so appealing and refreshing that they realize how tasteless and miserable their 
lukewarm, stagnant water actually is. 

The Ultimate Encouragement 

You are calling people to move from religion to relationship. The foolish virgins thought having a lamp 
was enough; Laodicea thought having money was enough. But Jesus says the only thing that satisfies 
is sitting down, opening the door, and eating with Him. 


