The True Overcomer (Revelation 12:1-17)

1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:

2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.

3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.

4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon
stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was
born.

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child
was caught up unto God, and to His throne.

6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels,

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.

9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives
the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

10 And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused
them before our God day and night”.

1" And they overcame him/Satan by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony;
and they loved not their lives unto the death.

12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and
of the seal! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knows that he hath but
a short time.

13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought
forth the man child.

14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.

15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to
be carried away of the flood.

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which
the dragon cast out of his mouth.

17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman and went to make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.



Key to Spiritual Warfare and Victory: Look to Jesus, not yourself...Psalm 127:1
James 4:7 "Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."

Colossians 2:15 "And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He/lJesus made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross."

Romans 8:37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
1 Corinthians 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling
down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ."

Ephesians 6:10,18-20 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints - and for me, that utterance may be given to me,
that | may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an
ambassador in chains; that in it | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

1 John 4:4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world

Luke 10:19 "I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy..."

Zechariah 3:7 Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘If you will walk in My ways, and if you will keep My
command, then you shall also judge My house, and likewise have charge of My courts; | will give
you places to walk among these who stand here.

2 Kings 6:16-17 So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who
are with them.” And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, | pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the
LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind.

Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off
were assured of them, and embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.

Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ

1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war
against the soul,

1 Peter 5:8-10 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about,
seeking whom he may devour: whom/you resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. But may the God of all grace, who
called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you.



Benefits of the Overcomer

Ephesus (Revelation 2:7)
o Eat from the tree of life in the paradise of
God.

Smyrna (Revelation 2:11)
e Not be hurt by the second death.

Pergamum (Revelation 2:17)
e« Receive hidden manna to eat.
« Receive a white stone with a secret new
name written on it.

Thyatira (Revelation 2:26-28)
« Receive authority over the nations to
rule them with an iron rod.
e Receive the morning star.

Sardis (Revelation 3:5)
e Be clothed in white garments.
« Name never blotted out of the book of
life.
« Name confessed by Jesus before the
Father and His angels.

Philadelphia (Revelation 3:12)
e Made a pillar in the temple of God, never
to leave it.
e Inscribed with the name of God, the
New Jerusalem, and Jesus' new name.

Laodicea (Revelation 3:21)
¢ Granted to sit with Jesus on His throne.

Reasoning of the promises vs churches described:

1. Ephesus: The Tree of Life vs. Pagan Groves

e The Situation: Ephesus was home to the massive Temple of Artemis, which featured a famous
sacred grove and an asylum boundary tree where criminals sought immunity.

o The Matching Reason: The church had "left their first love" amid a highly pagan environment.
Jesus offers the Tree of Life in the true paradise of God as the ultimate asylum and source of
life, rendering the pagan groves of Artemis completely obsolete.

2. Smyrna: Immunity from Death vs. Faithful Martyrdom

o The Situation: Smyrna was a fiercely loyal Roman city and a center for emperor worship.
Refusing to worship Caesar meant execution, and Jesus explicitly tells them they are about to

suffer and face death.

o The Matching Reason: Because the believers in Smyrna faced literal physical execution for their
faith, Jesus matches their trial with the promise that they will not be hurt by the second death.
He assures them that while Rome can take their physical life, their eternal life is completely

indestructible.

3. Pergamum: Hidden Manna and White Stones vs. Pagan Feasts

« The Situation: Pergamum was the Roman administrative capital, described as the place "where
Satan’s throne is." Believers were constantly pressured to eat food sacrificed to idols at public

festivals and Roman courts.

e The Matching Reason: Jesus promises hidden manna as a superior, holy alternative to sinful
pagan banquets. He also promises a white stone—which in ancient Roman courts symbolized
acquittal, and in social circles served as an admission ticket to exclusive festivals—granting them
legal innocence before God and entry into the heavenly banquet.




4. Thyatira: Ruling with an Iron Rod vs. Trade Guild Dominance

The Situation: Thyatira was a blue-collar commercial hub dominated by powerful trade guilds
(potters, tanners, metalworkers). To keep a job, workers had to participate in guild feasts that
involved sexual immorality and idolatry under the influence of a false prophetess named Jezebel.

The Matching Reason: Believers felt powerless and economically trapped by these earthly
guilds. Jesus promises them authority over nations and the ability to break corrupt systems like
shatterproof pottery with an iron rod, reminding them that true power belongs to those who do
not compromise with the local economy.

5. Sardis: White Garments vs. A Dying Reputation

The Situation: Sardis was a wealthy city famous for its textile industry and dye works, but it was
historically captured twice by enemy forces because its guards fell asleep. Spiritually, the church
had a reputation for being alive but was actually "dead."

The Matching Reason: Jesus tells the spiritually sluggish church to wake up and promises that
the faithful will wear white garments. This directly contrasted with their local industry of dyed
wool and symbolized ultimate spiritual purity. He also promises never to blot out their name, a
nod to ancient cities erasing dead or criminal citizens from the public registry.

6. Philadelphia: A Permanent Pillar vs. Earthquake Instability

The Situation: Philadelphia sat on a major fault line and was devastated by a massive
earthquake in AD 17. The citizens lived in constant fear of aftershocks, frequently fleeing the city
walls to live in booths in the countryside for safety.

The Matching Reason: Because the residents knew what it felt like to have their physical world
collapse and constantly flee, Jesus promises to make the overcomer a pillar in the temple of
God, never to leave it. This offered them absolute structural stability and permanent security that
their physical city could never provide.

7. Laodicea: Sitting on the Throne vs. Self-Sufficient Luxury

The Situation: Laodicea was a banking giant, famous for its luxurious black wool and a
miraculous eye salve. It was so wealthy that when an earthquake destroyed it, the citizens
refused Roman financial aid and rebuilt it themselves. Yet, their water supply came via an
aqueduct from Hierapolis and arrived lukewarm and nauseating.

The Matching Reason: Jesus calls them spiritually "poor, blind, and naked" despite their material
success. Because they took pride in their self-made status, Jesus offers the ultimate status
symbol: sitting with Him on His throne. This showed them that true riches and royalty cannot be
purchased with banking wealth, but are granted only through spiritual dependence on Him.



Symbology of the promises:
The Tree of Life
e« Reversed curse: Represents eternal life.
e Access restored: Symbolizes returning to paradise.
« Contrast to Ephesus: Offers true life over pagan temple groves.
The Second Death
« Final judgment: Represents the lake of fire.
o Absolute security: Promises total immunity from eternal damnation.
o Comfort for Smyrna: Assures martyrs that physical death is not the end.
Hidden Manna
o Divine provision: Mirrors the supernatural food in the wilderness.
o Spiritual nourishment: Represents Christ as the true bread from heaven.
o Contrast to Pergamum: Offers pure food instead of pagan idol feasts.
The White Stone
« Acquittal in court: Symbolizes innocence and freedom from guilt.
« Admission ticket: Grants entrance to the heavenly banquet.
« New identity: Bears a secret name showing an intimate, exclusive relationship with God.
Authority & The Iron Rod
o Shared dominion: Fulfills the promise that believers will rule with Christ.
« Total victory: Symbolizes breaking evil forces like pottery.
The Morning Star
« Jesus Himself: Represents receiving Christ and His light.
« Dawn of a new era: Symbolizes the end of spiritual darkness.
White Garments
o Purity: Represents righteousness granted by Christ.
e Victory: Mimics Roman triumph processions where citizens wore white.
« Festivity: Symbolizes readiness for the heavenly wedding feast.
Name in the Book of Life
o Citizenship: Guarantees permanent registration in heaven.

o Security: Contrasts with earthly cities that erased criminals' names from registries.



A Pillar in the Temple

« Stability: Represents permanent place in God's presence.

« Security for Philadelphia: Assures a city frequently devastated by earthquakes.

Inscribed Names

e Ownership: Marks the believer as God's secure possession.

o Citizenship: Confirms identity belongs to the New Jerusalem.

Sitting on the Throne

« Ultimate intimacy: Elevates believers to reign alongside Christ.

o Contrast to Laodicea: Replaces self-made wealth with true heavenly status.

A side-by-side comparison of the two women:

Feature

Primary ldentity

Clothing &
Imagery

Source of Light

Relationship to
Beast

The Cup / Drink

Relationship to
Saints

Location

Ultimate Destiny

The Woman of Revelation 12

Represents God's faithful people
(Israel, the Church, and the remnant).

Clothed with the sun, moon under feet,
crown of 12 stars.

Reflects heavenly, cosmic light created
by God.

Hunted and persecuted by the Dragon
(Satan) and the Beast.

Suffers under the wine of God's wrath
poured out on earth.

She produces the saints (the offspring
who keep God's commands).

Flees into the wilderness for protection
provided by God.

Vindicated, protected, and eternally
united with Christ.

Mystery Babylon (Revelation 17)

Represents apostate religion and the
corrupt global empire.

Dressed in purple and scarlet, adorned
with gold, pearls, and precious stones.

Relies on earthly luxury and artificial,
material wealth.

Rides on top of the scarlet Beast,
manipulating its power.

Holds a golden cup full of abominations
and impurities.

She is drunk on the blood of the saints
and martyrs of Jesus.

Found sitting in the wilderness in luxury,
ruling over many waters.

Devoured and burned by the very Beast
she tried to ride.



1. True Glory vs. Counterfeit Luxury

Revelation 12: Her beauty comes from creation itself (sun, moon, stars). This represents eternal,
divine glory that cannot be bought or stripped away.

Revelation 17: Her beauty comes from commercial commodities (purple dye, gold, pearls). This
represents temporary, earthly glamour that masks inner corruption and decay.

2. Persecuted vs. Persecutor

The Cosmic Mother (Rev 12) experiences literal birth pains and is immediately targeted by
Satan. She represents the community of faith that suffers to bring forth God's purposes on earth.

The Harlot (Rev 17) inflicts pain. She is actively intoxicated by killing believers, showing how
corrupt religious and political systems historically oppress true faith.

3. The Wilderness Paradox

For the faithful woman, the wilderness is a place of refuge and spiritual testing where God feeds
her, echoing Israel's Exodus journey.

For the harlot, the wilderness is a place of spiritual desolation. She sits there in false security,
unaware that her luxury is an illusion about to collapse.

Who are the 144,0007?
Group 1: The 144,000 Sealed (Revelation 7)

Who they are: A literal, ethnic remnant of Jewish men chosen from the 12 specific tribes of
Israel.

Where they are: On earth, physically preparing to endure and witness during the 7-year
Tribulation period.

Their purpose: Act as God's secure, protected evangelists to the nations after the Church is
removed.

Group 2: The 144,000 Redeemed (Revelation 14)

Who they are: The global, born-again Church, defined by spiritual redemption rather than
physical bloodlines.

Where they are: In heaven, standing victoriously with the Lamb on the heavenly Mount Zion.

Their purpose: Represent the perfected "firstfruits" of Christ's sacrifice, bought out of the slave
market of the world.



